
The BBC is a British public service broadcasting corporation that was founded in 1922. 
Its main responsibility is to provide impartial public service broadcasting in the United 
Kingdom, the Channel Islands, and the Isle of Man. It is the largest broadcaster in the 
world by number of employees, with about 23,000 staff. The BBC is headquartered at 
Broadcasting House in London and has major production centers in Belfast, 
Birmingham, Bristol, Cardiff, Glasgow, London and Salford and smaller production 
centers throughout the UK.

As a means to protect vehicles in the company car park, BBC had infrared beam 
detectors installed. Over time, it became apparent that such detectors would not offer a 
viable solution due to the buildings structural movements and fl exing on windy days 
which caused numerous false alarms. Each event would result in an engineer visit at 
signifi cant cost. 

“Fire Protection Group took an interest in our problem and introduced us to OSID, a new 
Open-area Detection technology from Xtralis. They took the time to explain OSID and 
how they believed it could provide a far more reliable solution due to its use of dual-
frequency Infrared and Ultraviolet technology.

OSID has been installed and operational since March 2012 and we are delighted that all 
alarm problems have ceased despite the relatively challenging environment.” says Ross 
Hutton, Project Manager – BBC Scotland.

Sixteen OSID Imagers and Emitters have been installed as a direct replacement for the 
beam detectors in the car park. The installation is in a traditional “end to end” 
arrangement to suit current power supply and loop wiring, rather than in a multi emitter 
array, as might have been the fi rst choice of design had it been a completely new 
installation. The maximum distance between the furthest Imager and Emitter is 100 m, 
(328 ft), well within OSID’s maximum range of 150 m (492 ft).

A signifi cant benefi t of OSID is its ability to provide volumetric coverage. As many as 
seven emitters can be placed within the fi eld of view of a single imager, each placed at 
different heights. The imager’s large viewing angles, both horizontal and vertical, enable 
three-dimensional area coverage for design fl exibility and additional deployment 
savings. OSID overcomes the weaknesses of traditional detection solutions used in 
large, open spaces where standard sensitivity detection is required. In its simplest 
confi guration, OSID resembles a beam detector but is an entirely new technology. 
Unlike infrared beam detectors, OSID works reliably in any environment – regardless of 
structural movement variances.
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beams

• High tolerance to vibrations and 
building movement due to wind 
gusts
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“OSID is a real winner for us. After introducing the product to the BBC they were so 
impressed that they asked us to not only look at replacing the car park beam detectors, 
but also at a few other problematic areas. What started out as a routine visit to survey 
an unrelated system, grew into an additional opportunity to provide our customer with a 
better detection solutions and unexpected new business for us. Installation and setup 
were incredibly simple and easy and within a few minutes of aligning the units and 
switching the power on, they had commissioned themselves”, states David McNeil FPG 
Scotland.

About OSID by Xtralis
• Simple installation and commissioning - up to 70% time saving compared to 

traditional beams

• Low maintenance, saving both time and expense

• High tolerance to vibrations, building movement and high airfl ow

• Dramatically reduces false alarms 

• High resistance intruding objects such as dust, fogging, steam, refl ections, sunlight, 
birds, insects and forklifts

• The Imager requires only 20 cm (8 in) free space for installation

…a far more reliable solution due 
to its use of dual-frequency Infrared 
and Ultraviolet technology”.

 — Ross Hutton
Johnson Controls Inc  – 
BBC Project Manager

“

The contents of this document are provided on an “as is” basis. No representation or warranty (either express or implied) is made as to the completeness, accuracy or reliability of the contents of this document. The manufacturer reserves the 
right to change designs or specifi cations without obligation and without further notice. Except as otherwise provided, all warranties, express or implied, including without limitation any implied warranties of merchantability and fi tness for a 
particular purpose are expressly excluded.

This document includes registered and unregistered trademarks. All trademarks displayed are the trademarks of their respective owners. Your use of this document does not constitute or create a licence or any other right to use the name and/or 
trademark and/or label. 

This document is subject to copyright owned by Xtralis AG (“Xtralis”). You agree not to copy, communicate to the public, adapt, distribute, transfer, sell, modify or publish any contents of this document without the express prior written consent of 
Xtralis. 

www.xtralis.com
UK and Europe +44 1442 242 330  D-A-CH +49 4347 903 0  The Americas +1 781 740 2223 
Middle East +962 6 588 5622  Asia +86 21 5240 0077  Australia and New Zealand +61 3 9936 7000

Doc. 25428_01

Why FPG, Inc.

FPG delivers integrated solutions to 
protect people, assets, physical 
property or intellectual property 
around the world.


